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November 4 or 5
Bethesda, Haryland

Dear Harma,

I was so sorry to bhear iha% §ou had been sick with a
toothache and stuff. Sueh a damed o5ld nusisanced Likswiss,
sorry that jou vere sorried about our health ani safety after
oniy a week's silencs. I had been terrlibly naughty snd not
written my letie. to you when I should have. Instead 1 wrote
on & s8illy old article thai could have waited much better.

The only good thing I did was wkite Lo Aunt Queenle, dncluding
& picture of the boy. 1 also should have written to father

for his birthday, and to William's ninety-year-cld aunt whose
daughter died of cancer a few months ago. If I only had a
little more tine feee! Then I would do all the thirgs I should
o at the time I should do them, and father would have a lelter
more than cnce a montk, and you should haye your weekly letter
on schedule. I'm afraid my schedule is too apt Lo be changed
bg circumsbances. I have & whaole hour free in the afternoon

afte r lunch, and if I were at all efficient® I should be able
to bal ocubt at lesst tw letters during timt hour. Somshow I
never seeam to be ableto do it properly, and in any case 1%
neve r fails to take me at least sn hour per istier, no mattier
how long or short. Bub when you don't hear from me on schedule,
I nope you'll realize in the future that it's probably ineffli-
iency and not 1ill-hcalth, I'm only sorry that you didn't have
the uswal letter froa me to console and amuse pouw during your
nasty old toothsche period, and I know how much they can hurtl
It annoys me that I should dash around like crazy day in and
day out and get so little accomplished that I really want to
acc anplish. Now the boy is back on my hands coampletely during
the afternoon. He has announed that the has "slven up going to
play with Betsey", and he sticks to hés poink. He wants 1o

gtay with me every moment of the aftemoon, and play in the
saxe room I'm working in, with the result that 1t takes me
twice as long to get anything done as it did before. I save the
easy work for the afternoon, when I'll be able to devote my
entire attentlon to him. 'He won't even lel me telephone any
sore. 1 supposeit's & passing phase, bubt I hope 1t will hurry
up and pass. I suppose it hae something Lo do with the fact thaat
he is Joing to nurssry echool in the moring, but when I think how
i used to be worried all the time becausel didn't know where he
w88, it amuses mel I know where he is all right nowe under fook!

we called on the Mann family on Sunday last. Poor Nancy 1s
looking pretty well, and is as pleasanti and cheerful as evers
She claims she is all cured ofher amoeble dysenitery and the fungus
that was plaguing her stomach. Wwe had them and the Skartvedts i
ainner last aignt. sueh scuffling and busiling about to prepare
dinne r, which ¢ maisted of be:f paprika, the usual vegetable
aaled, rools, noodles, chocolate lce crean and coffee. The by
dist .nguidhedhinmself more than usually b{ breaking the botile
of salad dressing all over the kitchen floer, splliing the bath
water all over the bazthrcom floor so thatit leaked down on the
staircase, and telling Mrs. Skartvedt thut he didn' want her to
read him a story when she kindly offered to do so "Be cause you
aren't very pwedty!" Shorty afier making that statement ke took
excertion to going to bed, and rokled on the floor kicking his
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legs in an old fashdoned taniryuw. we wera delighted with him.
Fortunately Mrs. Skerivedt has two suwalil children of her owml,
and knows ohe worst., He Mg yromised me he will tell Rer, the
next time he sees her "Oh, how precvky you locok teday, Hrs.
Skartvedt!™ I1'11 do something desperate 1f ne Goesn't,

The Foreign Service ournal came out a couple of days
ge0 ¥ th the articles of mine, and sirce then I have been ree
eeiving a whole lot of calls from friends. They always call
either when the boy is nesitating about ealtilhg any morelunch
or when we have given up, put hia to bed, and are snezking
sround &8 quietly as possible while he goes tc alesp. 1 nave
never seen anything like it for timéng. The only L.wmes They
call when he isn't at some crucial stage is when he 1s bored

with watching me Lrying to cock dinner, in whid case he has
a field day sabotaging my telephons calils In psradi,. Oh, dn't
worry, Mrs. X, that’s only my little boy hemmering on the sink
with his toy hammer- he hasn't bioken it so far. b nal® or
else 15'z " ust = minubte, duriing- I mean krs. X- Now please
don't bring tke fire engine in the house, angel, bocausse it's
pound to brack that wud in.’ Whereupon he hag a highly aulibbe
tizzy while Mr.s X franticly tries to explaia Lhst she oniy
gzilled me up to tell me how much she en oyed= pardon pe, yE&,
Ao ses if you can stop him from crying=- well, how mpeh she en oyed
the ohs rming article--0Oh, wist was that!?” The only thing that
boy 8 &5 more intensely then a telephons Irom omeof my
friends 18 &he signt of me sitiing down to read or typs a letiear
He doesn't reaily mind if I eook dinaer, it's ust that he likes
Lo use the sink for blowing bubbles and won't let me wash things
out. Hor doea he mind if I rake the leaves, although he loves %o
flor in the heaps 1 have raked ad scatter them to the four wirdis,
And he dpesas¥’it pind 1f I clean hils room OrF any HhBer room eikhey
st 80 . don't disturb and of his vital ob ecis, such as old
rusty %in cans and atl&lant Qatmeal boxes. In the midst of all
this' I ve besn inspired to write another article, and of courae
that has eoumplicated things enormcusly, because like & dope I
go arcund thinking of that article all the time instezd of dolng
my duty. I havetwice forgotten to pul ihe coffee in the coffee
pot before pouring the bollking waler in it! I imagine that thebest

-

thing for we o do would pe Lo glve up s onpetely writing articles
until I get baek to the field, where I can burn the kiddies over
to & nursemaid and sttle down to writingl! But I kesp having these
marvelous thoughts, and wanting to wrlts thea down while they

are freah in my wmewmoryil I'1l wust have Lo cub it oub , because there
are boo many oblizations whlch have Lo Le Laien Gare ols Xou cal b
do two things ak wnce, and running a household and keepingup With
thinzs in general are a full time cob In themselves. IfXE 1 Lry

to vrite at he same time I obviously will do elther the one Or
the tcher only helf-heartedly. Your ielephone galil remindsd me

now I should neve been deing iten or o dozen things whicn 1 hadn *t
been doing, and wade me feel like a perfect cad. 1 can't imagine
how I ¢cuid navewasted all that tiue on non-gssentials and detdds
when I should have guessed how mush you and father wanted Lo have
lettesxfrom me- let alone the elierly aunt. At least I did take

an afternosn off to write to Awnt Gueen, DOCT Lhins. and aani hew

20f3 1949-11-04 4-144 LPK To DSCM.Docx



KRIEG-CAMPBELL FAMILY DOCUMENTS 1949-11-04 4-144 LPK to DSCM.docx

both a pieture of Laurence ¢hn and a copy of &he Forelgh
Service ournal. I alsc urged the: both to cone here If ihg
finally do take a trip east. Zut thal doesn't excuse the

fact that I din't use myotisher ava.lable hours-per-day for
writing to you insteedof fritbering my Lise away on that

atupid article. It t& es me abowl an hour to give bivth %o

a #ingle paragraph of an article, sc you can t8ll what & iot

of time I am able to waate on the thip:s. Let alone going
arcund all day thinking of bette: phraseclogy for that single
parasraph when I & culd be thinking of soreimportant Lhing@.
But it ust seems as if I have to get the artlsle oul of my
gy=tem beforel can setile dowmn 1o doing anybthing else 1in

the least constructive. I sould kiek myself for ay own 8illy
behavior., You know I would rather know thst you are happy

and comfortabie than have a dozen articles all findshed ard
rublished, but X seem to be so one-gjdad that I cant 4o .ore
than one thing at a time. AFEEr all, it had been a weak slince
you left the house after kindly staying with the whrling
dervish while we galivanted around! I'm ashamed of myseif.
what I should try to do is set a definite dy for writing to
you , and make up my aind that nolhiag on garth shall keep

me from writing to you on that &ai, L ven you would never

feel neglec.ed. In the old days, 1in Caracas, 1l was acle to do
that, but scme how mylife isn't so beautifuily organized as

1% was then. If it we e only & matier of oune isiier a wgek or
g0, it would be different and essicr now, but instead of having
jess letters to write, 1 have imore now Lhxi L'z in the Usd.

7 used to have one letter, nice and long and gomprehanaive,
ghich we cent teo you and 1o father and ve wiiliam's daddy and
to snie as well as to the elderly “unt and her daughter

and any cobher people we wanted Lo kaep informed as to our
novements. Now I have to write separale lellisrs to each and
every one, and it is keeping me in & conastant state of bealnd-
ress., 1 haven't writteh to williem's father since last Chriaie
mas, Lo Nanle since 3eptember, to father since that letter 1
weasd Lo you, Yo Lhe “)derly Aunt sirce hearing about her daughter's
death, and to you 8ince & week &ago Tnursday! Fortunately, most
of Lhe peopls don't seem to expect sueh freguent latlerss, but

I would really like to wriie more ofien Lo ihe Elderly Aunk, who
is in the pitiasble situation of havins survived her glderly dau=
phter and being ccmplelsly alonein ihe world except for a fev
relatives and & trained nurse. She 1s ninbty, cananot go out in
pub . .i¢ due to & frostbitien noss %n her youth{whid 18 now horre
ibly sunken in, =8 in leprosy). <“here ls algo no reason vibaer
than ineffieiency why I shouldn't write zc.e oftenthain once &
conth to father. I elso feel sowmy for William's father, who is
suffering undcr the hendicap of having & rvather dreadrui wiie,
and who shovld get more lett rs from both of us. All in all,
it's enough to wmake me give up housckeeping, cleanipg, cmking,
boy=-tendinz, reading, artlele-writing, eaf-praking, plantling,
entertaining, and even ezting. In any caee, from now on you Gan
be darned sure I won'h neglect your wekkly letier Lo you, per=
sonally. 1 have been a horrid girl, bub I'1ll iry te reifora.
real !y, really, wi'l, because 1 can't understand mysell,

Muenh love and affection from all of us,
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